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MATERIALS FOR THE HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Professor Wernle is already known as the leading representative of 
the new school of historical exegesis which is creating something very simi- 
lar to a new era in the study of the gospels and the apostolic literature. In 
his present pamphlet 1 he gives a succinct, but exceedingly luminous, dis- 
cussion of the expectation concerning the conception of the kingdom of 
God as found in the New Testament. This he discovers to be fundamen- 
tally eschatological. He also discovers that in the case of Jesus and Paul, 
as well as in some of the other New Testament characters, this eschato- 
logical belief was supplemented by another to the effect that, while the 
kingdom had not yet come in its precise sense, it was in a sense already 
present in that its power was present. This power was to be seen in the 
works of Jesus and in those of the early church, especially in that there 
could be seen to be a beginning of the conquest of Satan. Professor 
Wernle also holds that the church was regarded as the embodiment of this 
kingdom of power. Few genuinely historical students will question that 
he is right in his main positions. There is perhaps a ground for question 
as to whether there has ever been exegetically established in Paul's thought 
a distinction between the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of God, but 
no ground for doubting that Jesus believed the kingdom of God to be in 
some sense present. 

Professor Sanday tells us in his preface that his latest book' is written 
partly for the purpose of lightening his forthcoming Life of Christ of a certain 
amount of topographical material, and also because he believes that he has 
something to contribute to the topography of the New Testament from the 
point of view of criticism. The book justifies his first motive, but the second 
does not appear to be quite so fully justified as one might have hoped. 

As a discussion of topography the volume has the merit of Professor 
Sanday's lucidity of style and sanity of judgment, and above all of his recog- 
nition of the unwisdom of being too sure of one's conclusions in matters of 
indentification. At the same time there is practically nothing new on its 
pages. Especially in this connection should one notice the discussion of 
Bethesda and of the trial of Jesus. In the former case Dr. Sanday does 
not believe the problem of identification has been solved. In the latter 
case he holds, with Kreyenbuhl, that the trial was at Herod's palace near 

I Die Reichsgotteshoftnung in den altesten christlichen Dokumenten und bei Jesus. 
Von Paul Weknle. Tubingen und Leipzig: Mohr, 1903. 58 pages. M. 1.20. 

'Sacred Sites of the Gospels. By W. Sanday. With the assistance of Paul 
Waterhouse. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1903. 126 pages; lv plates. 13s. 6d. 
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what is now known as the Jaffa Gate. He also holds that the Ccenaculum 
is the site of the Lord's supper, and that, on the whole, the balance of 
probability favors the traditional site of Golgotha and the Holy Sepulcher. 
His discussion of the site of Capernaum is perhaps the best piece of work 
in the book, and results in the rather cautious favoring of Kahn Minyeh. 

Dr. Sanday shows a wide acquaintance with the recent literature, but 
surprises one by the consideration he pays Ramsay's amorphous Educa- 
tion of Christ. It is refreshing, however, to find him puncturing the 
supreme self-complacency of the Macmillan Guide to Palestine. 

The few days which Dr. Sanday spent in Palestine did not suffice to 
give more than a superficial impression of ruins and places, He says, for 
example: "There is in Palestine no Pompeii to take one back at one 
step into the very heart of the past." If Dr. Sanday had gone east of the 
Jordan and had seen Jerash and Umkeis, it is hardly possible to think he 
would have made such an unqualified statement. If he had climbed the 
hill above Kahn Minyeh, he would have seen that there are veritable ruins 
there. If he had followed the water courses between the Hot Springs at 
El Tabijha, he would perhaps have received other impressions than those 
he records. 

The plates are half-tone reproductions of the stock photographs of 
Palestine. The book is in reality a summary of literature and of conclu- 
sions based upon literature. 

The significance of a new edition of the Book of Jubilees 3 lies both 
in its being an English translation of a carefully edited and complete text, 
and also in Professor Charles's statement that he has completely changed 
his opinion as to the time of its composition expressed in his Commentary 
on the Book of Jubilees. He now holds that the book was written by a 
pharisaic supporter of the Maccabean dynasty who was probably also a 
priest; that is to say, somewhere between 135 and 96 B. C. From this 
point of view it appears to him that the difficulties in the interpretation of the 
book very largely disappear. . 

Any student of Jubilees must recognize the advantages which such a 
change of date gives, and yet it is very difficult to feel that the evidence 
given by the editor is thoroughly convincing. Professor Charles is always 
inclined to exaggerate the importance of a new impression, and in the pres- 
ent instance this characteristic must be allowed for. From the statement 
that Levi is called "the priest of the Most High God" Professor Charles 

3The Book of Jubilees; or, The Little Genesis. Translated from the editor's 
Ethiopic text. By R. H. Charles. Edinburgh: A. &. C. Black; New York: 
imported by Macmillan, 1902. xci + 275 pages. $5.25. 
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argues that the book must have been written in Maccabean times. Accor- 
ding to Jewish tradition, he argues, Hyrcanus was the first man that came 
to use this title, and therefore the book was written not earlier than 135 
B. C. He further argues that it was written before the break of Hyrcanus 
with the Pharisees, 96 B. C, because, although pharisaic, its author 
approved of the Maccabean pontificate. It is difficult to see in the book 
any very distinct data for either one of these positions. There are many 
difficulties, it is true, which he in giving it a later date, and it may be prob- 
able that it was written in the Maccabean period; but Professor Charles 
has not placed this beyond doubt. On the whole, however, we are inclined 
to think that it will be better to accept the earlier date, especially in the 
light of 31:14-20, when compared with the Psalms of Solomon 17:5, 6, 8, 
the Assumption of Moses 6:1, and the apocalyptic history of 23:12-31. 

The value of Jubilees in its bearing upon the messianic element in the 
New Testament is small, but great in its information concerning the develop- 
ment of angelology, demonology, and rabbinical interpretation in general. 
Professor Charles has brought out these facts admirably in his note, and 
his work will prove indispensable to the serious student of the Jewish 
thought which was contemporary with the beginnings of Christianity. 

Shailer Mathews. 
The University of Chicago. 



RECENT BOOKS ON EARLY CHRISTIAN LITERATURE. 

Apollonius of Rome, 1 a Christian, it would seem, of senatorial rank, 
attained the martyr's crown under the emperor Commodus. His Acts 
have been handed down to us in two versions: an Armenian, discovered 
in 1874, preserved in the Mechitarite monastery in Venice, and an English 
translation of which was published by F. C. Conybeare in the Guardian 
in 1893 i an d a Greek manuscript in the Paris National Library, published 
by the Bollandists in 1895 (Bollandianis, Tom. XIV). Max, prince of 
Saxony, gives us in his volume the Greek text, with a German version, 
and a Latin translation of the Armenian text, which latter he considers 
the older in form, though neither text is original. Each has probably 
worked over the common source to some extent, with a view to its use in 
the church service. The account of the trial of Apollonius presents diffi- 
culties, from the point of view of Roman law, which led Mommsen to reject 

1 Der heilige Martyrer Apollonius von Rom: eine historisch-kritische Studie. Von 
Max, Prinz von Sachsen, Herzog zu Sachsen. Mainz: Kirchheim, 1903. vii + 88 
pages. 



